
CORE DEMOCRATIC VALUES-Review List

	CORE DEMOCRATIC VALUE
	EXAMPLES

	INDIVIDUAL RIGHTS

American liberties give people many rights and freedoms that many other countries do not have.  Liberty includes the freedom to believe what you want, freedom to choose your own friends, and to have your own ideas and opinions. Each citizen can find happiness in their own way, so long as they do not step on the rights of others.
	

	COMMON GOOD

Laws for the common good take individual freedoms away to protect the public.  Societies need rules to live in a safe manner.  The government makes laws to protect us from doing foolish things.
	

	JUSTICE

A rule of law and due process means fairness.  All people should be treated fairly in getting the advantages and disadvantages of our country.  No group or person should be favored.
	

	EQUALITY

The Declaration of Independence states “All men are created equal.”  The government should treat its citizens the same—rich or poor, men or women, any race, and any nationality.
	

	DIVERSITY

American citizens come from all parts of the world.  They bring different cultures with them.  Differences in culture make us unique.
	

	TRUTH

Our democracy depends on people telling the truth—in court, in government, in the news, and to each other.
	

	POPULAR SOVEREIGNTY

The power of the government comes from the people.  If people vote for those who will represent them, government should work.  If they do not like what those representatives are doing, they vote for someone else.
	

	PATRIOTISM

Citizens of our country have a love for their country and what it represents.  This is a devotion to our country and the core democratic values in word and deed.
	


